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the man you expected, and that you thought it was
not safe to meddle with him; that you heard he was
of an ill temper, and that he boasted how he had
used the women ill upon many occasions, and that
particularly he was debauched in his morals, &c.
The last of which indeed had some truth in it; but
I did not find that she seemed to like him much the
worse for that part.

She came most readily into all this, and imme-
diately she went to work to find instruments; she
had very little difficulty in the search, for telling
her story in general to a couple of her gossips, it
was the chat of the tea-table all over that part of the
town, and I met with it whereever I visited : also,
as it was known that I was acquainted with the
young lady herself, my opinion was asked very often,
and I confirmed it with all the necessary aggrava-
tions, and set out his character in the blackest co-
lours ; and as a piece of secret intelligence, I added
what the gossips knew nothing of, viz. That I had
heard he was in very bad circumstances; that he
was under a necessity of a fortune to support his
interest with the owners of the ship he commanded:
that his own part was not paid for, and if it was not
paid quickly his owners would put him out of the
ship, and his chief mate was likely to command it,
who offered to buy that part which the captain had
promised to take.

I added, for I was heartily piqued at the rogue,
as I called him, that I had heard a rumour too, that
he had a wife alive at Plymouth, and another in the
West Indies, a thing which they all knew was not
very uncommon for such kind of gentlemen.

This worked as we both desired it, for presently
the young lady at the next door, who had a father
and mother that governed both her and her fortune,
was shut up, and her father forbid him the house: